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Figure 13.1 Anatomy of the external ear (auricle): 
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Ear position 


Quote: 

• Vertical position : With the patient in natural head position 
(NHP), the top of the auricular helix should be at the level 
of soft tissue glabella and the brow, and the most inferior 
part of the ear lobe should be at the level of subnasale, i.e. 
the ear height should be approximately the same as midfacial 
height. 4 Th is' ideal' relationship is subject to considerable 
individual variability. 

• S agittal position : The ear is attached to the scalp approximately 
one ear height (65 - 75 mm) posterior to the lateral 

brow (or lateral orbital rim) (Figure 13.3 ). 


Ear size and proportions 

Quote: 

There is wide variation in ear size among individuals. 

• Ear height: average 65 mm (range: 55 - 75 mm). 

• Ear width: average 35 mm (range: 30 - 45 mm). 

• Width- to- height ratio : The width - to - height ratio of the ear 
is approximately 0.5 - 0.65:1; i.e. the width of the ear is about 
60% of its height (normal range: 50 - 65%) (Figure 13.4 ). 

• Vertical proportions : The ear may be divided vertically into 
three approximately equal parts (Figure 13.5 ): 

• Upper part: From the top of the ear to the point 

of attachment of the helix to the side of the head; this 
is approximately in line with the lateral canthus of 
the eye. 
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Deformity of the ears: 
Prominent ears: 


Quote: 

Ear protrusion (lateral projection) 

The term ' prominent ears,' refers to excessive lateral projection 
of the ears (Figure 13.8 ). The terms' bat ears' or' lop ears ' should 
be avoided. 

• A uriculocephalic angle : The ears should protrude from the 
posterior scalp covering the mastoid process about 25 - 35 ° 
(Figure 13.9). 8 

• Distance : The superior part of the helical rim should be 
about 10-15 mm from the scalp covering the squamous part 
of the temporal bone. The distance between the mastoid area 
and middle part of the posterior helical rim is between 

15 mm and 20 mm (Figure 13.10 ). 

• Rule of fifths : The lateral or outer fifth of the face is measured 
from the lateral canthus of the eye to the helix of the 

ear. Therefore, the outer helical rim of the ear should be close 
to the outer limit of the outer fifth of the face in frontal view 
(see Figure 9.25). 

















Figure 117 The outer helical rim stands away from the head at an 
angle of approximately 20* 
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15-20 mm 


jure 13.10 Ear protrusion (lateral projection): normal distances. 


Surgery: Otoplasty 
Examples: 

Macrotia: 

Quote: 

Macrotia refers to an ear which is larger than would be expected. [1 ] The normal auricular axis length is 58- 
62 mm among females and 62-66 mm among males. [2] 

At 70mm surgery should be considered 


Surgeries: 

otoplasty (+ ear lobe reduction in many cases) 
Example: 

[Image: OtoplastyTemplate31.jpg] 
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for more information: (http://lookism.net/Thread-Facial-Aesthetics-by-Dr-Naini) 
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Why do people pin back ears? How do ears play an effect on perceived personality and sexualisation? 
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Yes this is probably the best way to judge. Those exact defined figures above might look weird on some people 
depending on the width of their head? 
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Rule of the fifth 


Mine is like 4/15, 3/15, 3/15, 3/15 and 4/15. Would wearing earrings make the ears seem more protruding? 
Otoplasty unfortunately has risks and my ears are not bad enough to cut. 
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Rule of the fifth 


Mine is like 4/15, 3/15, 3/15, 3/15 and 4/15. Would wearing earrings make the ears seem more protruding? 
Otoplasty unfortunately has risks and my ears are not bad enough to cut. 
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lltvyr Wrote: (10-08-2015, 06:07 PM) 

Mine is like 4/15, 3/15, 3/15, 3/15 and 4/15. Would wearing earrings make the ears seem more protruding? 
Otoplasty unfortunately has risks and my ears are not bad enough to cut. 


? 4/15? 


I believe he means that the lateral segments of his skull account for 4/15 of facial width instead of the ideal 1/5 
(3/15) 
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What do you think of earrings with protruding ears? Will it bring the unneeded attention to them more? 
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No, otoplasty has risks and they won't cut mine which are slightly protruding. 
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What about this? Protruding ears more beautiful than not protruding ears. 
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What about this? Protruding ears more beautiful than not protruding ears. 
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http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25790132 

Faces in which the protruding auricles received the highest percentage of visual attention scored higher than 
average for the overall personality scores (mean [SD], 66.09 [4.50] vs. 55.81 [13.36]) and for assiduousness (6.64 
[0.74] vs. 5.59 [1.41]), intelligence (6.78 [0.74] vs. 5.83 [1.31]), and likeability (7.29 [0.47] vs. 6.28 [1.40]). 
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My ears were overly inclined making them look low set, simple surgery solved it, pretty legit, makes a huge 
difference in pics, but maybe not so much in movement 
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I need ear pinning bad., especially now that I cant grow my hair at all., ears are the first thing that stand out., quite 
literally. 
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